
MINUTES OF SWINFORD PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on Tuesday 2nd February 2016 at Swinford 
Village Hall 

 
Members present:                                                                       
 K Kilbane (KK) Chair                                                                                                                                                            
 H Underhill (HU) 
 J Robson (JR) 
 T Briars (TB) 
 
 Jan Throop (JT) Clerk 
 
 19/16  Apologies 
               J Potts 
               
 20/16 Other Attendees 
              17 Parishioners attended 
 
 21/16  Declaration of interest of Councillors 
 
               None 
 
 22/16   Procedural motion proposed by TB  
               To strike out from the minutes of January 5th 2016 item 06/16 a to d 
              Resolved Proposal rejected 2 for 2 against Chairman’s casting vote against 
 
24/16  Removed as per 16/43 (b) of 17 March 2016 
 
25/16  Procedural motion proposed by KK 
 ‘ That agenda item 8c and 8d be moved to the start of 6a’ 
Resolved Motion carried  (2 for 2 abstentions) 
                        
 
26/16  Minutes of the last meeting  January 5th  2016 
 
             Resolved   To accept and sign as a true record  after amendment 
                
            Minutes of the Extraordinary meeting January 15th 2016                                  
         
            Resolved  To accept and sign as a true record 
          
 
 27/16  Parishioners Time 
            Points raised;  Mr A Jones raised the matter of his fence at 1 Chapel Fields and asked 
            why his explanation was not accepted by the Council.  KK explained that the PC had   
            to  get confirmation from HDC and JR apologised  to Mr and Mrs Jones for their stress  
            over this matter on behalf of the Council. The matter is now considered closed. 
           Cemetery refurbishment and Item 8B of the tonight ‘s agenda.                  
     
28/16  Planning           To consider the following application: 
 
         a.  16/00014/FUL – Installation of dropped kerb – 10 Kilworth Road 
                



              Supported 
             
          To note the following decisions: 
 

a. 15017111/PCD – Discharge of condition 2 – 12 Kilworth Road 
 

 
29/16  Payments  
 
        a.  HMRC  £49.40 
        b.  Clerks salary and expenses  £506.70 
        c.  E-On  £90.58 
        d.  Groundwork UK  £58.70 
        e.  Swinford Village Hall  £210.00 
                    
          Resolved  Payments approved. 
 
         The meeting was adjourned at 8.54pm. 
         To be reconvened at 7.30pm Monday 8th February 
 
The meeting was resumed at 7.30pm Monday February 8th 

 

Members present 
 
K Kilbane Chair (KK) 
J Robson (JR) 
T Briars (TB) 
H Underhill (HU) 
 
Other Attendees 
 
C Favill 
 
 
 
30/16  Matters arising from the minutes 
 
          a  Proposal by KK. That section 11.1b of the PC’s Financial Regulations be amended,    
              such that the last phrase ‘to be taken from the appropriate list’ be deleted 
             Resolved  Motion carried 
 
          b   Proposal by KK. That section 11.1F of the PC’s Financial Records be amended, such  
               such that the phrase “ (a) the council shall obtain 3 quotations” be changed to “ (a) 
               the council shall usually invite 3 quotations” 
              Resolved   Deferred to the April meeting after KK has taken advice on the wording 
 
          c   Cemetery Proposal by JR and TB to ensure that the tendering process for the  
               cemetery project meets legal requirements, HDC grant acceptance contract  
              agreement and the PC’s financial regulation. 
             Resolved   That this motion be deferred until after HU has sort out a method           
              statement to satisfy HDC and reported back to the PC with any implications of this 
              on specification and impact of prices. 



              That the current motion being deferred has no intention of removing the control of 
              the project from its current owner 
 
           d   Neighbourhood Plan/Steering Group 
                Draft minutes of the meeting January 4th 
               Resolved   Received and noted 
 
           e   Assets of Community Value 
               Resolved   Deferred until the next meeting 
 
           f   Content of Parish Council Agenda 
               Resolved  HU to bring revised version to next meeting 
 
          g   Amendment to Standing Orders 
               Resolved   Deferred. To be considered after receipt of revised Terms of Reference 
 
          h  Fence at 1 Chapel Fields 
              Resolved   Dealt with in Parishioners Time 
 
31/16    Matters for discussion 
 
         a    Garden waste collection service for cemetery 
               Resolved JT to register interest. TB to contact Swinford 2000 and ascertain what  
               they intend to do with grass cuttings from play area 
         b   Motion 8b withdrawn.  HU registered his dismay and disappointment on its  
              appearance and disappearance without an explanation. 
 
   32/16   Payments 
     
                 a   Clerks salary and expenses  £473.44 
                 b   HMRC  £51.60 
 
 
 
    33/16  Date of next meeting 
                Tuesday March 1st 2016 
       The meeting closed at 8.31pm 
 
 
Addendum to minutes of 2 Feb 2016 
 
KK then made a statement from the Chair as follows 
23/16   As Chairman 
•  I was not, still am not, happy with the agenda 
•  I had stated to the Clerk that some of it was not acceptable – as being 
vexatious 
The sequence was wrong 
One of the appendices is not acceptable 
• It is evident to me that requirements of a Councillor other than the Chair were being 
given preference 
There is no provision for this is the Standing Orders 
There is no provision for this in any of the guidance notes 



The ‘working relationship’ between Chair and Clerk is not being honoured 
 
Deeper consideration of events of January 28th show the two meetings should be considered together – 
indeed their agendas are interlocked 
 
Financial Regulations were defined by 4 Councillors and the Clerk – given acknowledgement that 
as ‘Responsible Finance Officer’ the Clerk should be fully involved in their definition. 
 
All parties were satisfied. Financial Regulations were adopted on 1 Sep 2015 by Swinford Parish Council. 
Cllr Robson expressed zero concern with them upon her return. Indeed, no concern or doubt re the 
Financial Regulations has ever been raised since their adoption. 
 
The second of a two part proposal from Councillor Robson related to these Financial Regulations. It was 
actually redundant – not necessary. Financial Regulations already cover that which it purported to address. 
 
My suggestion to defer it for deeper consideration – to avoid unintended consequences – was refused. 
Reason given was ‘We have items on agenda for 2/2/16 which need this’. I consider this as evidence that it 
was inserted for a purpose other than was stated. The refusal to defer the item for calmer, serious debate 
was both disturbing – and illuminating. 
 
Consequently, the proposal was voted down both for its redundancy and the unacceptable influencing of a 
later agenda. 
 
Later consideration in cold light of dawn suggests that it was inserted to the agenda of Jan 28th solely to 
facilitate an item in the agenda for 2 Feb 2016. Namely the creation of a minuted item to use as a weapon 
against a fellow Councillor. 
 
Requests from Councillor Underhill for information to establish the history of adoption and/or application 
of Financial Regulations within Swinford Parish Council have been met with a) refusal, b) accusation of 
being ‘inappropriate and offensive’. The refusal to supply information relevant to the PC is supported by 
two other Councillors – a matter of disgrace. 
 
Statement ends 
 
Response to the statement made by Councillor Keith Kilbane at a meeting of Swinford Parish Council on 
Tuesday 2nd February 2016. 
 
1. The guidelines for Parish Councils make it clear that the Chair does not have authority to make a 
statement of this kind (also as per advice given by Leicestershire and Rutland Association of Parish Councils 
22.02.16).  If he/she has a concern about the conduct of a fellow councillor this can only be dealt with by 
Harborough District Council. 
2. It is the Parish Clerk who prepares and publishes the agenda in consultation with the Chair and 
other councillors.  The Parish Clerk is clear that on this occasion when she sent him the draft agenda she 
did not receive any comments from Councillor Kilbane.  As her letter of resignation to the PC makes clear, 
as a direct result of the very public allegations that he made in this statement and at other times, the 
Parish Clerk resigned.   
3. As I was the only councillor to ask that a motion be placed on the agenda for February 2nd it would 
appear that Cllr Kilbane is referring to me as ‘a councillor other than the chair’.  He implies that I sought to 
interfere with the preparation of the agenda.  This is completely untrue, I did not at any time seek to 
influence the way that the clerk managed her work.  Councillor Kilbane has no evidence whatsoever to 
support his suggestion that I did.  



4. Councillor Tina Briars and I initiated a series of extraordinary meetings because of our concern 
about the way in which the Parish Council was (and still is) managing an improvement project costing 
approximately £15,000.  We tried very hard to make the case that the PC should act in line with its own 
financial regulations by getting three quotes for the work and presenting them to full council so that a 
contractor could be agreed.  This still has not been done.  Our attempts have been strongly resisted by 
other members of the PC supported by Councillor Kilbane.  At a meeting  on Jan 28th  Councillor Kilbane  
used a casting vote to defeat the motion;  ‘To accept and act on information……that all grant money which 
is received by the PC, from whatever funding body becomes part of the PC’s resources and can only be 
spent in line with the PC’s financial regulations’. This what is required by law and as such it can hardly be 
described as ‘redundant’. As with any other actions that Cllr Briars and I have taken this was solely 
designed to help the council make sure that its decisions are sound and legal. 
5. When Councillor Underhill requested from the clerk information about the history of the 
proceedings of previous councils the clerk at first suggested that he should make the request formally at a 
PC meeting since it would require her to spend the council’s time doing the research.  She did not refuse 
his request or make any accusation of it being ‘inappropriate and offensive’.   
 
Jane Robson March 18th 2016 


