
  21st May 2019

  

 

Swinford Parish Council 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Tuesday 21st May 2019 at Swinford Village 

Hall at 7.30pm 

 

The meeting opened at 7.00pm. 

 

Present Councillors:  Jane Robson, Brian Clapham, Tina Briars and Graham Mold. 

Also present was Katherine Clarke – Parish Clerk and 7 members of the public.  

 

The Clerk welcomed everyone to the Annual Parish meeting and advised that there is no agenda for 

the Annual Parish Meeting, it is an opportunity for parishioners to raise any matters of interest or 

concern before the Parish Council.  It is helpful to have written notice of any matters raised but it is 

not essential. 

 

Matters raised: 

• A parishioner expressed concern about the limited information available on the Parish Council 

website regarding the cemetery.  They felt that further information should be provided on matters 

such as whether a plot can be chosen, size of plots, memorial stone guidelines etc.  The Parish 

Council advised that they have held an initial working party to begin updating rules and regulations 

regarding the cemetery and will continue with this work.  Once complete, the information will be 

available on the website. 

 

• A parishioner advised that there are numerous hazardous pot holes on Chapel Fields.  The Clerk 

advised that upon receipt of an email from the parishioner earlier in the day the pot holes had 

been reported to the highways department at Leicestershire County Council. 

 

• A parishioner advised that they had reported several matters to the Parish Council regarding 

various issues around the village.  A brief outline of the issues reported, and the actions 

undertaken by the Parish Council to date are shown below: 

 

 Litter accumulating along the footpath by the A14.  This has been reported to Harborough 

District Council for investigation. 

 Dog fouling within the village boundaries and on footpaths across farm land.  The Parish 

Council are aware that this continues to be a problem and will review waste bin provision and 

highlight the issue in the next Parish Council newsletter. 

 The litter bin on the village green that was removed when the gate post to the play area was 

renewed has never been replaced.  The Parish Council will contact Swinford 2000 to discuss 

the matter.  A second bin will be sited on the green at a location to be confirmed. 

 Blocked storm drains.  The blocked drains outside The Chequers and at the end of School Lane 

have been reported to the Highways Department at Leicestershire County Council. 

 Collapsing manhole on the pavement on the west side of Chapel Street.  The issue has been 

reported to the Highways Department at Leicestershire County Council. 
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 Trees felled on the grass verge outside The Berries on Stanford Road.  The enforcement team 

at Harborough District Council investigated and found no breach, appropriate permissions 

were in place. 

 

• Parishioners expressed concerns regarding street parking around the village.  It was suggested 

that the space at the village hall where the garages have been demolished could be used for 

parking permits to alleviate some of the problem.  Mary Hall kindly agreed to discuss the matter 

with the Village Hall Committee. 

 

• A parishioner asked when the election notice was posted on the village notice board.  The Clerk 

advised that she had placed the notice but was unable to recall the exact date on which this 

happened.   

 

• A parishioner expressed thanks for the planting of the trees at the cemetery to replace the three 

trees planted by Swinford WI that were damaged by a former contractor. 

 

• A parishioner queried how many sets of draft minutes were on the Parish Council website.  The 

Clerk advised that the minutes for the February 2019 and April 2019 meetings were still in draft 

format as they have not been formally approved. 

 

• A parishioner asked if any provision had been made for refurbishing benches around the village.  

The Parish Council advised that with the help of volunteers they are part way through this process.  

There are still two benches requiring attention.  The bench that was situated on Stanford Road 

was removed for refurbishment but was found to be in very poor condition and will need to be 

replaced. 

No further matters were raised. 

 

The meeting closed at 7.24pm. 

The meeting was followed by the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council at 7.25pm. 

 

Signed as accurate by Cllr Robson on 04.06.19. 

 

 

 

 

 


